
AEIDL’s Response to the Public Consultation on the EU Strategy for Sustainable
Textiles

Introduction:

AEIDL, the European Association for Information on Local Development, was founded in 1988 by
like-minded individuals who believed that European integration could make a positive contribution to
citizenship and to the sustainable development of local communities. AEIDL's Thematic Unit on
Green Growth, Environment and Climate Action connects local stakeholders and citizens with
European institutions, by creating and transferring knowledge, analysing and evaluating policies and
advocating for environment and climate action. The Unit is a knowledge hub for local and territorial
actors and acts as a facilitator at local, European and global levels to facilitate continuous dialogue
and exchange between these actors.

Furthermore, AEIDL has proven expertise in the successful application of the territorial approach to
development - an approach based on a permanent dialogue with and between local stakeholders and
the potential beneficiaries of the various projects, and enriched by exchanges within wider networks,
which encompass the local, regional, national and European levels and has been regularly involved in
programmes, projects or missions involving, either directly or indirectly, employment, social economy,
social innovation, socio-occupational integration, and equal opportunities.

A priority work area for AEIDL - the future EU Textiles Strategy, a contract with DG Environment on
Green Growth & Circular economy, has provided our organisation with insight into and investment in
the textiles industry, both from an environmental sustainability, and a social perspective. Accordingly,
AEIDL welcomes this Public Consultation with its aim to set “in place a comprehensive framework to
create conditions and incentives to boost the competitiveness, sustainability and resilience of the EU
textile sector, taking into account its strengths and vulnerabilities, after a long period of restructuring
and delocalisation, and addressing its environmental and social impacts”. We believe that an EU
Strategy for Sustainable Textiles is the right approach to drive systemic change and to accelerate the
circular economy in the textile industry. We support its aim of harmonising and defining one common
implementation scheme, which will allow the sector to contribute to the Green Deal vision of a just
transition whilst also supporting the path to carbon neutrality by 2050. Additionally, we support the
opportunity the Strategy provides to enhance EU competitiveness by facilitating greater domestic
textile production. From a social perspective, a greater use of local renewable materials and
resources (e.g. water, energy) will support local territorial development by creating jobs. To put
sustainability at the core of this industry is fundamental to accelerate the pace of change and drive for
a Green Recovery.

On this basis, we recommend the following:

● Designing for sustainability in the textile sector should focus on the uptake of secondary raw
materials as well as tackling the presence of hazardous chemicals and microplastics.
Designing for durability, reuse and repairability should be the priority.

● The Ecodesign requirements for textiles should encourage recyclability such as restricting the
number and types of certain material mixes. The Ecodesign requirements should reduce the
amount of virgin materials used and set minimum thresholds for secondary raw materials
in certain textile products.



● The European Commission’s initiative to develop a product passport is an essential measure to
ensure the traceability of chemicals. This will enhance the transparency of the value chain
by making environmental information available such as the use of chemicals and materials, as
well as other information on repairability, durability, and due diligence.

● We welcome that the Roadmap points to the need to tackle microplastic release given that
synthetic textiles are a significant source of microplastic marine pollution. Mandatory
requirements for textiles should address the presence of synthetic fibres in textiles and of
fibre shedding/release from textiles. This could be addressed through prevention measures
such as product design to reduce shedding and controlled industrial pre-washing. Ecodesign and
BREF requirements could be used to this end.

● Consumer empowerment is also fundamental for the green transition. Consumers need to
be given information on sustainability, durability and repairability of products as well as how they
can be repaired, and how long textile items are expected to last (e.g. number of washing cycles
and years).

● Economic incentives are vital for pushing the market beyond better than average performance.
We welcome the mention of economic incentives to help in accelerating the green transition. We
favour introducing targets to strengthen Green Public Procurement (GPP) for textiles. Also,
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) schemes should be developed for all textile
products placed on the market in all EU Member States.

● The Covid-19 pandemic has had a negative impact on the whole textile sector. In order to
support a fair circular economy, a Just Transition plan is required to support textile workers who
are dependent on the existing linear system of production. Therefore, the product passport
should contain information not only on the bill of materials and chemicals, but also on the social
rights of the workers.

● We also welcome the digitalization of the sector in order to achieve on-demand manufacturing
(less waste, more sustainable production); more transparent, frictionless supply chains; and
digitally-enabled business models (e.g. subscription, rental, made to order).

● Circularity and sustainability must also be translated into a greater use of local renewable
materials and resources (e.g. water, energy). This will not only reduce waste, and enable circular
value chains for all textile products, but enhance local territorial development and reduce
social impacts.


