
          

Focus group (21 September 2019, Brussels) 

Supporting citizen-led climate action for a 

more holistic approach to sustainability 

This AEIDL 30
th

 Anniversary event brought together activists, environmental practitioners 

and policy-makers from across Europe to look at opportunities for citizen climate action. 

It also marked AEIDL’s contribution to the third European Day of Sustainable 

Communities, a celebration of local communities taking action for a zero-carbon, 

regenerative and inclusive Europe created by ECOLISE.  

The day kicked off at the BEES coop in Brussels, a supermarket managed by local residents. 

The first non-profit, cooperative supermarket in Belgium, BEES offers its members high quality 

food, household and personal hygiene products at a reduced price. The focus group had the 

opportunity to discover some of these items themselves thanks to a treasure hunt. BEES differs 

from other, similar eco-friendly outlets in that its members pledge to work in the supermarket for 

three hours every four weeks, so reducing costs and building a cooperative dynamic. 

After the visit to BEES, the group gathered at AEIDL to discuss how the EU supports citizen 

climate action and to identify opportunities for such action from the current and upcoming 

programming periods (2014-2020 and 2021-2027). AEIDL staff and members along with experts 

from other organisations shared knowledge and points of view: 

Alex CANAL (UK) – organised the first coalition of European youth-led organisations on 

environmental issues, Generation Climate Europe, which launched recently. 

Rui FRANCO (PT) – Deputy City Councillor in charge of Housing and Local Development at 

Lisbon City Council. He stressed the importance of civil society organisations in climate action 

and presented an eco-district project.  

Roman HAKEN (CZ) - the Czech Republic rapporteur of the European Economic and Social 

Committee (EESC). He presented an opinion paper on the possible use of Community-Led Local 

Development (CLLD) as a tool for local funding of local actions. 

Sean MCCABE (IE) – is developing a work stream on Just Transition with the TASC think-tank in 

Ireland. This aims to identify and address the knowledge and capacity deficits that must be 

overcome to include workers and their communities in the design, planning and implementation 

of a fair transition to sustainable economies and societies. The findings will help inform people-

centred climate action and sustainable development in Ireland and Europe.  

Nathan MÉTÉNIER (FR) – is responsible for external relations at Youth and Environment 

Europe (YEE), a platform of European youth organisations studying nature or active in 

environmental protection. YEE’s aim is to encourage young people to get involved in 

environmental protection and to provide a platform where these organisations can work together. 

https://www.sustainable-communities.net/
https://www.sustainable-communities.net/
https://www.ecolise.eu/
http://bees-coop.be/


Markus TRILLING (DE) - from Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe, the leading coalition of 

NGOs in Europe fighting the climate emergency. With over 150 member organisations from 35 

European countries, representing over 1 700 NGOs and more than 40 million citizens, CAN 

Europe promotes sustainable climate, energy and development policies throughout Europe. 

Pietro VERGA (IT) – is an expert on the EU initiatives URBACT and Urban Innovative Actions 

(UIA). His current work includes nature-based regeneration approaches and innovative urban 

regeneration governance instruments. He also brought input about the European Regional 

Development Fund (ERDF). 

Marc WAUTHELET (BE) – is the Energy Efficiency specialist for the LEADER Local Action 

Group (LAG) Pays des Condruses. It launched an ambitious climate roadmap in 2012, with the 

vision of becoming a ‘positive energy territory’ by 2050, producing more energy than needed for 

its own consumption in this rural area south of Huy, in Belgium.  

AEIDL members Katalin Kolosy, Holger Kühle, Marta Marcisz and Jean-Pierre Pellegrin provided 

expert input, along with other AEIDL staff and experts including Panos Fetsis, Valentina Caimi 

and Eveline Durieux.  

The goal was to create the first components for guidance on how to access European funding for 

citizen-led climate initiatives. In the end, participants had much to take away from the event, with 

numerous potential opportunities identified for funding citizen climate action.  

The focus group wrapped up by adopting the ‘Just Transition’ wording to embrace citizen climate 

action as part of a more holistic approach to sustainability. As a coalition of practitioners and 

European activists, the participants are recommending that Just Transition be included as a 

priority in all policy documents at EU level. 

 

 


