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Looking towards 2021-2027 citizen climate action:  

Local initiatives that make sense - 21st September 2019, Brussels (B) 

Climate change has become a hot topic in recent years and the many ways citizen action is dealing 
with it includes climate marches and a vast array of local social innovation initiatives. 

Solutions to climate emergency are often small scale and low tech, such as saving electricity, water or 
waste with simple individual habits, also known as ‘energy sobriety’. But we wanted to better 
understand the link between advanced processes of citizen participation that meet the needs of 
inhabitants, all these joint initiatives that try to make the difference, with our without public funding 
support. Here are a few examples. 

1. Citizen consumers (Schaerbeek, Brussels, Belgium) 

The Bees cooperative provides the opportunity to show how 
local citizens can influence the way to consume and the 
impact of short supply chains on climate. Located in Brussels, 
BEES coop is the first participative and not for profit 
supermarket in Brussels. Since 2015, it strives to offer its 
members quality food at a reduced price, giving priority to 
local producers. The store is self-managed. There are nearly 
3,000 members and most of them commit to work 3 hours a 
month in the supermarket. The minimum share to become a 
cooperative member, thus a client, is €25. So far, Bees coop 
did not require any public funding. 

More: http://bees-coop.be/ 

 

2. Landscape design with citizens from Baia Mare (Mara Mures county, Romania) 

SPIRE goes for Smart Post-Industrial 
Regenerative Ecosystem.  As the former 
mining capital of Romania, the main 
challenge of the Baia Mare municipality is 
to re-incorporate its highly polluted 
brownfields into the productive urban 
fabric through innovative planning and 
land-management tools and to reconnect 
the Săsar River with the local system of 
parks and green areas. To do so, citizens 
and local stakeholders actively engage in 
the creation of a shared system of values 
aiming at a shift towards an eco-friendly 
culture. SPIRE has the ambition of 
facilitating its transition from Romania’s 
ex-mining capital to a leader of environmental design and production. The experiment will produce 
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empirical evidence upon which to build further plans and strategies for higher territorial levels. It gets 
public support through the Urban Innovative Action scheme (ERDF). 

More: https://urbasofia.eu/en/portfolio/eu/spire/ 

 

3. Saving energy with citizens engaging into urban renewal (Lisbon, Portugal) 

Situated on the western outskirts of Lisbon and surrounded by the Monsanto Forest, the Boavista 
District was built by the Municipality in the 40s, with a view to rehousing families from the shanty 
towns. Subject to successive phases of rehousing, its current population is estimated at around 5,000 
inhabitants. In 2011 the district was classified as a Priority Intervention District (BIP), due to economic, 
social, environmental and urban deficits. 

Even in the more recent flats, one of the more common of the inhabitants’ complaints includes cold, 
humidity and flooding. The proposed solutions were the application of an outer layer of cork insulation 
with a non-cement mortar, which allows for energy efficiency improvement of the façades. The final 
cost of this innovative insulation system amounted to 38€/m2. 

This whole process has been organized with the Junta de Freguesia de Benfica (locally elected Council) 
and ARMABB (Residents Association of the Boavista District). Self-built wind turbines were also 
installed on an experimental site. 

  

More: https://lisboaenova.org/eco-bairro-boavista-ambiente/ 

 

4. Citizen-owned energy supply in Condroz (Wallonia, Belgium) 

‘Condroz Energies Citoyennes’ (CEC) is a cooperative that develops 
projects in the field of renewable energies, primarily small hydro energy 
systems or agricultural biomethanisation. It promotes the rational use of 
energy. CEC allows citizens to participate in local energy production 
projects, while respecting nature and heritage. 

Condroz Energies Citoyennes pursues a commercial goal, but it is not 
obsessed with an unsustainable profitability objective as in 
multinationals. It can thus develop various projects in a spirit of 
solidarity, what we also call ‘just transition’. The cooperative puts 
citizens back at the centre of priorities by enabling them to join as 
stakeholders in sustainable, local and regional development. The project 
was launched in 2015 with the support of LEADER1 and the RESTOR 
Hydro project2, under the ‘Intelligent Energy Europe’ programme. 

More: http://coopcec.be/ 

 
1 https://www.galcondruses.be/ 
2 https://www.slideserve.com/matt/unleash-microhydro-potential-in-europe 
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