
 

   

Launch of the European Dialogue on Non-State Climate Action  

The shift towards a low-carbon and climate-resilient economy has been driven largely by 

bottom-up initiatives led by citizens, innovative businesses and various civil society 

stakeholders. It is also being led by local and regional authorities, collectively referred to as 

non-state and sub-national actors. In recent years, the number, scope and scale of non-state 

climate actions has grown rapidly. However, non-state actors still encounter obstacles that 

make it difficult for them to initiate and implement climate actions successfully.  

 

Noémie Bessette (AEIDL) attended the launch of the European Dialogue on Non-State Climate 

Action organised in Brussels on 23 April by the European Economic and Social Committee 

(EESC), the European Committee of the Regions and the Climate Chance Association. 

The purpose of this event was to put forward an action plan for assessing, recognising, accelerating 

and supporting climate actions, as well as improving governance. The event seeked to promote the 

common voice of non-state (NS) actors. The dialogue was structured around three main questions: 

Where are we? Where do we want to go? How do we get there? 

 Where are we? 

Isabel Cano-Aguilar, Vice-President of the EESC 

The opening session highlighted the context for dialogue, particularly preparations for the Bonn 

Climate Change Conference that took place in April and the next Conference of the Parties, the UN 

climate change conference, that will be held in Poland on 3-14 December, 2018. It is crucial to make 

concrete proposals for COP. 



Tomasz Chruszczow, High-level Climate Champion 

The speaker emphasised that every action counts in the fight against climate change and the 

implementation of the Paris Agreement. No matter how small a project seems, its impact on climate 

change is essential. Under a ‘hummingbird approach’, everyone has a role to play in the common 

future at stake.  

The Marrakech partnership was also mentioned as an example of a bottom-up initiative that is 

helping to achieve top-down goals. It illustrates how the fight against climate change should be 

carried out: every actor must be mobilised and both complementary ends should meet at some 

point. 

Ronan Dantec, President of the Climate Chance Association 

Mr Dantec focused, in particular, on territories as key actors for effective and innovative climate 

action. But they still face a major hurdle: access to funding urgently needs to be made easier in 

order to reach more projects and accelerate the wave of non-state climate action. 

It is also up to territories to broadcast their actions and highlight the frameworks that are required to 

enhance their initiatives, adopting a complementary approach with actors operating over different 

scales. 

The EU was mentioned as a model for climate action. It is not perfect, but its activities are 

commendable. 

Q&A 

 Importance of raising awareness among young people (education). 

 Changing our ways of life toward a more sustainable model (food habits – agroindustry). 

 Importance of a coherent view regarding the energy sector; integrated and coordinated 

European policy and guiding roadmap allowing concrete actions. 

 

 Where do we want to go? 

Mindaugas Maciulevicius, EESC Member and Rapporteur of the opinion ‘Boosting climate actions 

by non-state actors’. 

Mr Maciulevicius reminded attendees that ‘small’ projects can have a bigger impact than the usual 

NS actors such as big cities and companies. He also pointed to the need for platforms to boost NS 

climate action, such as a network of networks or an award ceremony. 

To avoid charges of greenwashing, independent assessment of NS climate action is vital to truly 

measure its impact, strengths and weaknesses. 

It is also important to keep in mind the different levels of climate action, such as local, European, and 

global, and to not isolate one level from another. 

Elina Bardram, Head of unit, DG Climate Action, European Commission 

In October, the 1.5°C report will be published. According to Ms Bardram, it will allow for a more 

concrete understanding of what’s required to remain within an acceptable temperature range. 

Though the US says that it will leave the Paris Agreement, the world’s largest economy has not 

withdrawn completely from the climate challenge. Independent NS actors are still operating 

according to the guidelines of the agreement. 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/boosting-climate-actions-non-state-actors
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/boosting-climate-actions-non-state-actors
http://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15/


What can be considered as a NS actor? Anything other than national governments. NS actors are 

the vanguard of climate action. 

She also underlined the importance of sharing stories and experiences in order to catalyse more 

action on the ground. 

Roby Biwer, Vice-Chair of the Commission for Environment, Climate Change and Energy of the 

European Committee of the Regions 

Mr Biwer emphasised the need for subnational governments to participate in the drafting of national 

integrated strategic plans to increase the efficiency of actions against climate change. Applying for 

funding can be a complex process, and access to technical support thus needs to be improved. 

Q&A 

 Administrative simplification was emphasised, as well as the importance of youth and education. 

Bernard Soulage, Secretary General of the Climate Chance Association 

Mr Soulage praised the ‘Talanoa Dialogue’ process for helping to make conferences more effective, 

on topic and participatory. 

Notes on Participatory Circles 
 
Assessing and tracking non-state climate action 

 The Climate Chance Observatory compiles data and produces annual quantitative and 

qualitative analytical reports. These consist of four chapters: sectors approach (case studies), 

territorial approach, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and finance. 
 Climate actions and their range can be very diverse, and data must be used cautiously. It can 

nevertheless highlight links with SDGs and encourage governments to act.  

 Be careful of the averages when observing such a diversity of actions & places, highlight the links 

with SDGs. 

 Multiple entries into the climate action theme, co-benefits. 

 Gathering data as a way to push governments to take concrete action. 

 Too much and not enough data collected already, what does that data mean for the local level? 

Which one is the best? Data gap existing when switching scales (local-state level). 

 

Enabling conditions for action 

 The European Commission’s ‘Year of engagement’ presents a real opportunity for the EU to 

carry out innovative ways of funding action.  

 Member States must be facilitators, recognising the political dimension to community-led actions 

and the importance of human relationships to a project’s success. 

 Need to experiments and trials, it is of EU funds’ role. 

 Being transversal and trans-European. 

 Member States must be facilitators, recognising the political dimension to community-led actions 

and the importance of human relationships to a project’s success.  

 Each community-led action has a political dimension, and human relationships factor importantly 

into the success of a project. 

 Projects always start with one entry then other linkages appear and the action keeps going. 

 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/2018-talanoa-dialogue-platform
http://dev.climate-chance.org/qui-sommes-nous/notre-objectif/


 How do we get there? 

Cillian Lohan, Vice-President of the NAT section, EESC: Presentation and summary of the 

outcomes of the participatory circles 

In addition to the challenge of financing, projects also face visibility issues. Little data is being 

captured for small projects, there is a lack of a policy framework to facilitate them, and solutions are 

coming from the micro level. Greater transparency is also needed to ensure cross-country scientific 

analysis and a full picture of NS climate action.  

One of the conclusions of the conference is the need to facilitate funding applications. Smaller 

project often don’t have the required skills and resources to make successful applications.  

Additionally, climate change data and projects must be linked to the rest of the SDG themes so as to 

prevent climate policies from being detrimental to other social causes, for example women’s rights. 

Climate action is a broad field and a project to reduce energy consumption could also have a social 

and economic dimension if properly thought through. 

Overall, all climate change actors should remain consistent in their action. 

Tine Heyse, Climate Alliance president, Deputy-Mayor for Environment, Climate, Energy and North-

South, City of Ghent (BE), representative of the Covenant of Mayors 

Ms Heyse emphasised the need for setting big goals and being ambitious to ensure sizeable 

actions. Scale is necessary to confront the extent of the change that is occurring. 

Yvon Slingenberg, Director of DG CLIMA, European Commission 

Ms Slingenberg highlighted the need for transparency to build trust, especially when so many people 

must cooperate for actions to be successful. She further emphasised the need to focus on the 

funding difficulties encountered by actors. 

Overall the event was an opportunity for open and targeted discussion, raising hopes for follow up 

during upcoming milestones.  

Speakers and the participants represented different sectors and levels of government. One of the 

conclusions was the need for an integrated national and European strategy, so communication and 

participation at the national level will be required. 

Most participants, however, were from larger NGOs but with a clear business-oriented strategy (i.e. 

proposing to reduce the carbon footprints of hospitals and airports, etc.).  

 

More information: https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-dialogue-

non-state-climate-action  

      04/05/2018 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-dialogue-non-state-climate-action
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-dialogue-non-state-climate-action

