
                  

Creating ripples in Brussels – the SIRCle Conference 
 
The SIRCle project went public in Brussels in June 2017, inspiring policy makers 
and change-makers alike to fully own and promote their ambitions to contribute to 
a resilient society. 
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On 29 June, AEIDL hosted a conference to celebrate the completion and promote and 
disseminate the results of the Social Innovation for Resilient Communities (SIRCle) 
project.  
 
The Erasmus+ SIRCle project uses adult education to address one of the most pressing 
needs of our time, namely how to combine effective grassroots responses to climate and 
social change with the capacity to make a sustainable living in a challenging economic 
climate. The partnership developed and tested an innovative curriculum, the "Evoneers 
Journey" (Evolutionary Pioneers). 
 
The event was organised with the support of the European Economic and Social 
Committee and was hosted in partnership with the eight international project partners.  It 
attracted over 50 participants and allowed to initiate a debate at policy level with 
members from the European Parliament and the European Economic and Social 
Committee on the importance of social economy and particularly of supporting social 
entrepreneurs in their journey towards resilience. It also provided a space for 
entrepreneurs having participated in the SIRCle pilot trainings to share their experience 
and showcase their projects. Participants could also experience first hand during 
workshops some of the tools developed through the Evoneers' Journey. 
 
The event took stock of the results achieved during this three-year project, which include: 
- creating a learning curriculum, the “Evoneers’ Journey”, that fosters action towards 
sustainable and resilient development on local, national, transnational and trans-sectoral 
levels; 
- training a body of 18 facilitators, coming from Austria, Belgium, Portugal, Romania, 
Spain and the UK to deliver the SIRCle curriculum in their respective countries; 
- implementing two pilot courses in each country, empowering more than 200 
change-makers in total to establish projects geared towards building resilience and 
establishing sources of fair and sustainable livelihood. 

http://www.sircle-project.eu/
http://www.sircle-project.eu/?page_id=25
http://www.sircle-project.eu/?page_id=25
http://www.sircle-project.eu/?page_id=10


 
The evaluation of the outcomes shows that the Evoneers’ Journey contributed positively 
and significantly to the participants’ paths as social entrepreneurs as well as to their 
ability to combine their love for the planet with the ability to make a living and to the 
development of core entrepreneurial competences in the participants, specifically the 
ability to develop projects based on sustainable principles. The project also supported 
positive change in participants’ perception of self-worth, definition of entrepreneurial 
success and relevance of their work in the wider context. 
 
All partners in the project are keen to propose the Evoneers’ Journey as a tool for 
entrepreneurial self-development beyond the project duration. AEIDL will be offering two 
workshops on 19 and 26 September at the Fête des Possibles and more activities are 
being planned. 
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