
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hannes Lorenzen: "Reviving the European 
project is more important than ever" 
 
An advisor on agriculture and rural development for the European institutions 
for 30 years, Hannes Lorenzen was AEIDL’s guest for a panel discussion on 
"The new European Parliament from the inside" on the occasion of the 
association’s recent General Assembly (28 March 2015). He painted a rather 
critical picture of the eurosceptical nature of the current Parliament, and more 
generally of the lack of vision of the EU institutions in the context of multiple 
crisis. Nevertheless, he remains convinced that a generous and sustainable 
Europe can be rebuilt, based on a local citizen-led dynamic. 
 
For Hannes Lorenzen, the vision of the new Juncker Commission is too narrow, 
having replaced solidarity with growth, research with investment, and cooperation 
with competitiveness. Sustainable development, an important priority in previous 
years, has all but disappeared or become an old coat of green paint. "The 
environment has become an annex of fisheries," he says, and one of the vice-
presidents of the Commission, Frans Timmermans, keeps repeating that ‘less EU 
legislation is better legislation’. The Commission has withdrawn major proposals on 
the environment, soil protection or consumer rights. Its priority now is deregulation." 
 
The general atmosphere towards the European Parliament, is “you have new rights, 
but you better not use them...", says Hannes Lorenzen. As for the composition of the 
EP, it is "colourful and boring, with two large groups, based on the German grand 
coalition model, pitting themselves against the rest, which are mostly eurosceptical or 
even europhobic."  
  
“Because of the ‘it's all Brussels’fault’ mantra, hammered home for years by 
politicians of all parties, the big winners are those who long for a return to the nation 
state. There is a trend towards renationalisation, which is particularly visible in the 
new reform of the Common Agricultural Policy. This re-nationalisation has nothing to 
do with the principle of subsidiarity - doing what is best done at the national level – 
and is instead driven by a desire for less Europe." 
 
Hannes Lorenzen also denounces the distressing debate between Germany and 
Greece, and is worried about how the European Union is dealing with the Russian-
Ukrainian crisis. "Closedness and confrontation prevail now in Europe instead of 
openness and solidarity, which are - or should be - at the heart of integration and 
good neighbourliness. But there is a lack of interest, dialogue, mutual listening, even 
within EU delegations.” 
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So what should we do to revive the European project and recapture the spirit that 
prevailed twenty years ago, the ‘LEADER spirit’, which was all about trust in local 
actors, ‘thinking as Europeans and acting locally’? 
 
"We must first re-instill emotion into the project,” suggests Mr Lorenzen, “which, 
unfortunately, is something that the europhobes, Marine Le Pen and others do very 
well, aiming to get back to nationalist confrontation. The EU has been made neither 
to deregulate according to the multinationals globalised agenda nor to retreat behind 
national borders. It must be redefined at the initiative of civil society at local and 
regional levels, with a common vision of European solidarity. But why on earth have 
the left and progressive movements failed to communicate Europe? If we want to find 
the European vision again, it is essential to use the next five years to mobilize people 
and to convince MEPs that the European spirit is still alive and that they should 
support it. Many young people expect this! " 
 
The debate that followed highlighted the long and difficult road ahead for the 
relaunch of the European project. Views expressed by different participants 
highlighted the fact that, "politicians do not know how to deal with citizens' 
movements", "the EU is too far removed from the local level", "MEPs are often 
politicians who are no longer wanted at national level", and "most European officials 
live in a world that is cut off from real life"... 
 
"Yes, but there are always rebels in institutions, insists Hannes Lorenzen, and these 
are the people who must be mobilized!" For him, it is the local, regional and 
European levels that are most conducive to the revival of the European spirit, not the 
national level, because "people must feel that they can change things from the place 
where they live.”  
“Reinventing the European project requires local action and ‘European networkers’ 
like AEIDL,” he concludes. 
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